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Introduction
Modernism is a mode of thinking characterized by self-reference that runs across all the novelties in the arts and the other disciplines. The period of modernism occurred in the early 20th century to 1930. In the Novel" The Age of Innocence" by Edith Wharton, there is an aspect of modernism. Some of main themes in the novel is   the conflict between the desire of the individual “Edith “and the conservatism of the group. The Novel title suggests its values were during the age of innocence, and people conformed themselves to the states of the social change no matter how often they wished to take their steps to ensure their happiness. In the Novel, Edith Wharton wrote of both the moral strength and the moral failings of the older society and celebrated the new society as she chooses a positive character. The title of the novel is filled with irony about innocence. Some of the critical features common in most modernist novels are transformation, individualism, and alienation (Martin et al 192). Capitalism is brought forth in the Novel by Edith Wharton. Wharton's description of New York in the 1870s is real and detailed, showing her strengths and weaknesses. In the essay, I will discuss why the Novel by the title "The Age of Innocence "is a modernist novel.
When looking at the novel's setting, the theme of individualism is highly brought up, a theme that is very common in most modernist literature works. The society in that period demanded that individuals should sacrifice themselves to the norms and the conventions (Fryer 160). The mouthpiece of society was the family. From the Novel, it is evident that Archer desperately wanted relationship with Ellen, but their social community would not approve of that choice. Again when Ellen wanted to run away from her husband and be free, Archer persuaded that she would hurt her family and be criticized by society. In the end, Ellen uses her freedom by leaving America to Europe, though at a very great cost. Ellen is forced out of New York by the family, claiming to have an affair with Archer. After Ellen settles in Europe, she regains some degree of individuality. in this context, society assumes women like May and Ellen. Edith Wharton sees herself as a woman working as an individualist who tries to pit herself away from the declining society (Wharton 951). Another reason why this Novel is a modernist novel is that it uses a lot of ironies. The title of the novel is filled with the irony of innocence. There is much irony because of the book had experienced 25 years of an unhappy marriage. She used to ignore her husband's affairs too, again she divorced and moved to Paris. Irony again is when New York is presented as a society of innocence that only worries about its social code.
“The age of innocence” novel is a modernist work of literature describing New York's aristocratic society during the Victorian era. During the time, the dynasties struggled to maintain their social dominance in the face of sweeping social changes. The Novel is written after the woes of the first world war, the Wharton's Novel shows how a society committed to tradition and denial is uncontrollably undone by the powerful realities of change (Wharton 951). From the Novel, Newland Archer struggles but ultimately fails to save himself from this conservative worldview. Another reason why Wharton's Novel is a novel of modernism is that characters in the Novel are aware of the technological advancements from both outsides and within the country. For example, the first telephone was built between 1877-78, and after that, telephone use skyrocketed (Fryer 160). Again during this time, telecommunication was advancing. Thomas Edison had discovered the electricity, and the distance between continents had been shortened by advances in steam engines across the Atlantic Ocean. From the Novel, Newland remembers the ''brotherhood of Visionaries'' who predicted a train tunnel. The people in the city read newspapers, books and also watched the Shaughraun play in Wallack’s theater. This passage described several technological developments which changed the rural areas to urban Centers with new advanced social and cultural attitudes (Martin et al 192). Furthermore, the Novel is a modernist novel because family is at the Centre of discussion.
 A family is an essential form of New York identity. Wharton presents different categories of orphaned children and families in ''The Age Of Innocence’ Power of family, as Carol J notes. Symbolism is evident in the Novel. Some of the symbols used include flowers, roses, heaven, archery, gorgons, and windows. Wharton’s greatest achievement in the Novel is the narration nature she uses. Comparison established in the Novel brings about some modernity. 'Edith Wharton ''compares two kinds of two different women: the main characters, i.e., May and Ellen. The Novel is a modernist novel since its setting is in the wake of the First World War.
The author analyses the aftermath of the world wars where there was a lot of property destruction and loss of lives (Martin et al 192). The theme of alienation is evident due to the effect of the First World War. The class struggle also makes this Novel more modernistic. The author of the book comes from a very rich class of the old New York town. After the end of the city in the Americas, the rights and roles of the women changed from being homemakers to being family providers (Scorsese et al 184). They were able to work, not only to help the family but also helping to build the nation. The theme of cultural transformation evident in the Novel makes the Novel more modernistic. The Novel portrays two phases of transformation which investigated the change from the old system in the face of the new one. The changes are present in the social groupings and the moral attitudes of the characters. The main protagonists in the Novel seem to be the only true sufferers of the changes since they are aware of the inconsistencies in the systems of norms they are stuck to.
Conclusion
''The age of innocence ''novel, having been written at the end of the First World War, elaborates the structural changes which were occurring both in the Europe and the Americas. Most of the countries that were moving from the Agrarian revolution to the industrial revolution were a period of rebirth. Edith Wharton's Novel has the themes set, styles, and characters that have been employed and clearly depict the features which are very common in most modernist literature. With the points highlighted and explained above, it's good to conclude that ''The Noel Age of Innocence'' is a modernist novel.
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